Editing Guidelines

Hello and welcome to Knickerbocker Circus! As the in-house editor, I will be looking over your manuscript at one point or another, yet I also offer services as a professional editor. KCP guidelines require that you use an editing service prior to submission, and you might be asking yourself why you should choose me. I’ve given the main reasons below, as well as information about how to get started working with me.

· I teach writing for a living.

Unlike many other editors, I have been trained as a writing teacher and continue to teach to this day at a top prep school. I have made a successful career out of working one-on-one with authors of all ages, and I have developed the ability to tailor my services to the needs of my student or client. Because of my extensive background in teaching and tutoring, I understand that giving commentary on your manuscript involves more than just fixing your typos and grammatical errors—it’s about helping your project reach its full potential without losing your unique voice. In the end, this is what will make your work successful: your ability to connect to your audience.

· I have a PhD in English from an Ivy League university.

Why bring this up? It means that my own work has been subject to rigorous criticism, and I know what it takes to push a project to a high level of writing. For the completion of my degree, I submitted a 330-page dissertation, a massive writing project that took 4 years to complete. I lost count of the number of revisions it underwent, but I know all of them were vital in bringing the project to its final state. I understand how frustrating it can be to revise—try having 3 advisers all giving different feedback—but I also know that ideas need to be worked out over time. What you imagine this project to be at the outset can metamorphose into something drastically different after you’ve actually begun writing. And that’s okay. Sometimes you have to write to figure out what the hell you want to say.

· I charge half the standard rate.

I want this company to be successful, which means casting a wide net of potential authors and new talent. I understand that it’s rough out there financially right now, and that most writers don’t have a lot of extra cash lying around. For this reason, my rate is $1.50 per double-spaced manuscript page (rates based on a 12-point Times New Roman font or comparable) plus postage to return the edited manuscript to you. The prices of most freelance editors in the business begin at $3.00 a page. 

Additionally, if you have goods or services to offer, let me know. It may or may not be something I want, but it doesn’t hurt to ask. I might be able to knock off part of the price in exchange. 

Getting Started

If you are interested in having me edit your manuscript, e-mail me at Drusilla@knickerbockercircus.com. In your email, please give me a one paragraph “pitch” on your project: what it’s about, how it’s structured, why you think it should be published. I will share this with the owners of KCP, and if it seems to fit our needs, I will accept the manuscript for editing. Publication of your project will remain dependent upon the development and polishing of the piece into a finished work. 

Before I receive your manuscript, we will both sign a contract detailing the terms and services to which we are both entitled. My service includes an extensive line edit of your manuscript (correction of punctuation, grammar, syntax; suggestions for improving word choice and sentence structure; notations on sections that are unclear or extraneous) and a detailed written evaluation on larger issues. Both of us will keep a copy of this contract. The time it will take for me to complete work on your manuscript will depend on its length and my current workload; we will discuss this when we sign our agreement.

You may either e-mail me your manuscript as a Word document or send me a hard copy. I only work on the printed page (editing software sometimes doesn’t translate across different computers and versions of Word). Thus, if you send it to me electronically, I will print it out and charge you a $5 printing surcharge. You must send me the completed manuscript—I will not look at chapters or unfinished work. I need to have a sense of the project as a whole, and that’s impossible if I only see pieces of it. 

As a writer myself, I understand the time and care that goes into a project. I can guarantee to treat your work with the utmost respect and give constructive criticism that will help it come into its own.

Once I return the notated manuscript and evaluation to you, it is up to you to consider my feedback and make the suggested changes. Of course, you are not bound to follow them, but if you would like to publish with us, they should be taken into account before you submit the work to us for formal consideration.

Please feel free to email me with any questions or concerns. In the meantime, happy writing!

Drusilla

